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Public Conscience VS Private Conscience 

 In Indonesia, when one person steals a chicken, the whole village might come and beat him to death. 

However, not even one person who was involved in the 1998 riot, who murdered, looted, raped, burned, 

were taken into court.  

 In 2010 China, a 2-year old infant was involved in a hit and run accident, but the whole episode was caught 

on a security camera. Around 20 people saw the body lying there; and not one person came to help. And 

the infant was run over by another car. The baby, predictably, died. But this created an uproar in the rest 

of the world. What happened in China? Where is their conscience?  

 In present day America, the trend seems to be that people who support homosexual marriages are the 

heroes. Those who oppose are either judgmental, shallow, or just plain evil.   Whatever happened to 

truth? Whatever happened to the common sense of design? A baby born with one arm might be born this 

way, but that does not make it the way to be. If indeed some people are born gay (which is still debatable, 

by the way. And I personally do not agree), it does not automatically mean that it is the natural way to be, 

and that we should not be helping them instead of spurring them on.  

The above examples are given just to prove one point: When something is done corporately instead of 

privately, people seem to gain a certain kind of justification for what they are doing, despite it being a definite 

vice. There is some sort of diminished conscience, if not the death of it.  

And so, a culture is more easily destroyed when you corrupt it corporately, rather than privately. Which is why 

public conscience is much more powerful than private conscience; and much more difficult to manage. When 

a public conscience is smeared, there is immediately a pressure to conform; even to individuals who do not 

share the views. Soon, uniformity is achieved; but a unity for evil.  

Noah and Lot in an Absolutely Depraved Culture 

2 Pet 2 contrasts two names, who lived generations apart. These names are Noah, and Lot. Our first instinct 

when this happens is to find some sort of similarities between their stories, so as to better understand what 

is being contrasted. My observation on these two men is that they both lived in a culture that was so totally 

and absolutely depraved, that those cultures ended up being wiped out by God. What we had just talked 

about happened both in Noah’s world and in Lot’s Sodom and Gomorrah. The people did all sorts of evil 

without the slightest tug of conscience. And everyone is hiding behind the fact that “it is fine because everyone 

is doing it.” Their public conscience was dead.  

Now let’s see how the Bible contrasts these two men. For the sake of contrast, I want to reveal first how they 

are seen by God. Lot was called a righteous man, whilst Noah, a preacher of righteousness. 

Lot the Righteous 

I want to begin with Lot. This is how the Bible described Lot: “.. and if He rescued Lot, a righteous man, who 

was distressed by the depraved conduct of the lawless (for that righteous man, living among them day after 

day, was tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)” (2 Pet 2:7-8). Lot was called 
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a righteous man. Sometimes I think a wrong picture is painted about Lot. People thought that he is 

materialistic for choosing to separate with Abraham and for choosing to reside in Sodom. And people normally 

contrasts Lot and Noah saying that Lot only suffered alone but did nothing to witness to those people. But the 

designation that the Bible gave Lot was not by any means trivial. “A righteous man” is perhaps more than 

what any of us can even achieve. We who are in Indonesia can attest to this, of how difficult it is not to conform 

to the evil of society. How difficult it is for people in Indonesia to avoid bribery; and how difficult it is for us to 

obey the traffic laws. Peter called the men of Sodom “lawless.” And we will discuss shortly what the law has 

to do with this. But this will be later, and it will be a brief sidenote.  

Lot was (1) distressed, and was (2) tormented because of the lawless deeds the people around him. And I 

would like to get your attention to this, and we will call this POINT NUMBER ONE. The first thing we need to do to 

escape the corruption of the world is to be distressed and tormented because of it. A lot of people, when they 

are placed in a corrupted culture will only feel disturbed initially. But later on, after having found justification 

to sin, we might start to enjoy and indulge. The difficulty of paying faithful taxes in Indonesia has been used 

so many times as a justification of getting filthy rich by not paying them. And they no longer feel guilty, because 

they feel that (1) the situation dictates it, and (2) everyone is doing it. And the fact that they are getting filthy 

rich because of this is just a convenient side-benefit. Truthfully, sin is tempting because sin is enjoyable. And 

so, when we get our justification to sin, we tend to want to sin; to indulge our sinful nature. When we have 

done that, we have conformed to the ways of the world, we have become corrupt, and our constant 

justification of wrong is the evidence that our understanding has indeed been darkened.  

So, Lot did a great deal just by remaining distressed and tormented by the reality of sin around him. It would 

have benefited him a great deal had he just succumbed. Somehow Lot knew that as long as he feels at home 

in the flesh, he is away from the Lord (see 2 Cor 5:8). And he would rather be distressed and uncomfortable 

so that he would still be in communion with God.  

Checkpoint: Are we distressed by sin? Or do we feel at home in the world? Have we started to indulge? What 

is it that we desire, deep within our heart? The Lord? Or the world?  

 

Noah the Preacher of Righteousness 

This is how the Bible described Noah: “and if He did not spare the ancient world when He brought the flood 

on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others” (2 Pet 2:5). The 

description on Noah was very short, very succinct. Noah was a preacher of righteousness. This description 

alone, though, gives us a hint of what Noah was doing during the 80 – 120 years he was building the ark 

(depending how you interpret the verses. I say 80, but this is not the time for that debate). Peter revealed 

what was not mentioned in Genesis. Noah, for the approximately 100 years he built the ark, was constantly 

preaching on the requirement of righteousness; and on the impending judgment that would follow if the 

people do not repent. Perhaps he was warning them of their ungodliness even before he was asked to build 

the ark. Nevertheless, he was called a preacher of righteousness.  

“Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks,” says Jesus (Mat 12:34). That Noah was called a 

preacher of righteousness means that Noah’s heart was full of that righteousness. It is the overflow of this 

abundance that convicted him to speak; no matter the consequence. And imagine the consequence that Noah 

faced. Imagine yourself building a humongous boat on a dry land. At the very least, you would have to endure 
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severe ridicule, and be regarded as someone who has lost his mind. And imagine doing that for almost 100 

years! Now, imagine Noah exposing the wickedness of the people; telling them to repent or face an impending 

wrath.  

During highschool, I got a taste of being a teenager in an all-boys school who did not want to watch porn. I 

was not alone in this, of course. But even then, I was hated, ridiculed and shunned. When people sin, they 

want everyone to sin along with them so that they would not feel as bad. When someone comes and not do 

what they do, they get convicted. When that someone goes further and tells them off, it is like sounding the 

war drums! Why do you think the people crucified Jesus? He was an absolutely righteous man who came into 

the Jews who had turned worship into a hypocritical religion. They felt good about themselves, and here 

comes Jesus, exposing their corruption publicly. “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people 

loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will 

not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed” (John 3:19-20). Want to do and exposè on 

evil? Prepare to be hated.  

What was the difference between Noah and Lot? Lot retained his own conscience; Noah stood up to be the 

conscience of many. He became a lighthouse that shines ever so brightly and exposes the sin of many. Perhaps 

part of the reason Noah did this was because of the Ark. It was so huge and so out of place, Noah had better 

make some explanation. Of course I believe Noah would have preached even without the Ark forcing him to. 

But what I am saying is that many times God would convict us to lead an even more righteous lives when we 

realize what important ministry is placed ahead of us. How many people had stopped even going to bars (even 

if they do not indulge in any sinful activity in the bar) because they are now leaders in a ministry? This very 

act even takes us away from an environment that is more conducive to sin; and consecrates us for even greater 

ministry for God.  

One other thing I would like to mention about Noah is this: Noah is 100% effective in his ministry. What? 100% 

you say? Yes, 100%! But Noah did not convert anyone in those years he built the ark. Only he and his family 

were saved. How could you call such a ministry effective?  

See, if this is the way you are thinking, you have a wrong view of ministry (which is why even more so I have 

to bring this up). No one ever tells us that our tasks is to convert people; and that the success of our ministry 

will be determined by how many people we bring to their knees. Paul explains it this way: “What, after all is 

Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe – as the Lord has assigned to 

each His task. I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. So neither the one who 

plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow” (1 Cor 3:5-7). And elsewhere 

Paul again explains it “and no one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor 12:3).       

What ministry did God entrust to us? Was it to plant? Or to water? Or could it be to uproot? Jeremiah was 

given a task to pronounce and prophecy God’s judgment to the house of Israel. Jeremiah knew the certainty 

of what would happen, which is why many theologian dubbed him “The Weeping Prophet.” Jeremiah longed 

for the people to repent; that he could be an instrument of mercy instead of an instrument of judgment. And 

what about Jonah? Jonah would have perhaps jumped at the opportunity to be an instrument of God’s 

judgment against Niniveh; but he was instead used as an instrument of mercy.  

See, justice, righteousness, righteous jealousy, wrath toward sin are all very much the attributes of God; as 

much as love, mercy, grace and forgiveness. And the very thing that is wrong with the churches nowadays is 

that so many of us are preaching a one-sided view of God. But Romans 11:22 tells us to “consider therefore 
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the kindness and severity of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you continue 

in His kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off.” Truthfully, we are better able to appreciate God’s kindness 

if we understand his sternness. We are better able to be grateful for His mercy if we are aware of His judgment.    

And so POINT NUMBER TWO in this battle against corruption is this: Witnessing and ministry. When we are called 

into ministry, we are not only passive with regard to a live of sin, we are now proactive in pursuing godliness. 

And this is what righteousness entail. Righteousness is not merely an avoidance of evil; it must also include an 

active pursuit of good. James 4:17 concludes it this way, “anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do 

and doesn’t do it, sins.” 

Checkpoint: Are we proactively pursuing righteousness? Are we involved in the ministry that God has called 

us into? Are we living lives of worship to God? 

 

Law and Faith as God’s Tool for Righteousness 

This is what I promised earlier. If you take note, there is a difference in the way the Bible described the people 

in the times of Lot as compared to those in the times of Noah. In the times of Lot, the people are called 

“lawless,” whereas in the times of Noah, they are called “godless.” Now, these two might result in the same 

thing, which is an increasing bravery to do evil; but there is a slight difference in them.  

The reformed theology identifies that there is a General Revelation that God gives to all men; which makes 

them all accountable to the sin which they do.  

1. Law and Conscience  

The people in the times of Lot were called “lawless.” But here’s the weird thing. The Law was not given 

until the time of Moses. So if they sin outside of the law, are they still guilty? Or to ask the question more 

philosophically, is morality defined by the law, or is the law drafted based on standards of morality? Well, 

the answer has to be both. But I would say that the standards of morality precedes the existence of law, 

because God had set the standard of morality, which is for us to be like Him, to be His image and likeness 

in this world, which means that the law is set on the moral attributes of God (“Communicable attributes 

of God”).    

 

“Indeed when the Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a 

law for themselves, even though they do not have the law. They show that the requirements of the law 

are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts sometimes accusing 

them and at other times even defending them” (Rom 2:14-15).  

 

Augustine and Aquinas talks a great deal about this Natural Law. This law is written in our hearts, and 

knocks on our consciences when it is trespassed. The Bible, though, reveals also what happens to our 

conscience because of our fallen state. Titus 1:15 says that because of sin, our consciences and minds are 

corrupted. Even though our conscience basically knows what is good and evil, as per our last session (See 

my other article: “The Fall: The Depravity of Discernment”), the Fall into sin has basically smeared our 

ability to discern what is good and what is evil. A written law serves to re-emphasize this natural law; to 

give further accountability for our disobedience.  
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We shall not go into depth at this moment. But the point I want to make is this: Law and Conscience are 

part of the General Revelation that God has given to us that holds us accountable for our deeds. What the 

people in Sodom and Gomorrah did was to ignore this call of conscience; and therefore weakening it and 

further corrupting it.      

 

2. Faith 

That God exists is a common knowledge that He has put into every man’s heart. And His footprints and 

character is all over creation. His power, His wisdom, His omniscience. Everything is imbedded in the 

whole creation. And the conclusion to this is “so that people are without excuse” (Rom 1:20).  

 

The whole structure of Romans 1 is this:  

 That the knowledge of God is clear and obvious.  

 Sinful men does not want to retain this knowledge of God 

 God gives them over to sin 

The people in the times of Noah were called “godless” because they did not feel that they needed God, 

or wanted Him in their lives. They had discarded the necessity of God completely from their lives. And so 

sin is an outward manifestation of an inward reality. The inward reality is the godless lives we are leading, 

our thinking that we do not need God in our lives. And this reality causes us to think we are unaccountable 

to Him and are therefore more daring when we sin.  

This is why Heb 11:6 says “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to 

Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.”  We can also read it 

this way “without faith we are displeasing God, because everyone must come to Him and believe that He 

exists and that we are accountable to Him for this life He has given us. He rewards those who are earnestly 

seeking Him, and judges those who disregard His existence and thus sin willfully.” 

The people in the times of Noah sinned because they ignored the existence of God; therefore making 

them to sin willfully and wildly. 

Checkpoint: As born again Christians, we have the Law of God written in our hearts (2 Cor 3:3), and our hearts are 

already sprinkled clean from a guilty conscience (Heb 10:22) so we are able to draw near to God with a sincere 

heart. This is the foundation of good ethics and morality. Are you in Christ? If you think you are, do you find that 

your conscience is being renewed and cleansed from the effects of sin?  

 

Conclusion: Christocentricity of the Story of Noah 

Ezekiel 14:14 says “… even if these three men – Noah, Daniel and Job – were in it, they could only save themselves 

by their righteousness, declared the sovereign LORD.” 

This means that the righteousness of these three people (Noah, Daniel and Job; who emerged victorious despite 

the overwhelming odds that were against them) was not a spotless righteousness. They still could not satisfy the 

conditions to be a representative of man (as Adam was when he sinned and condemned all of man), and so can 

only save themselves by their own righteousness. Despite their righteousness, all men are still hopeless and 

helpless in sin.  
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Therefore, the story of Noah cannot be the end. It has to lead to a greater hope; and that hope is Christ the 

promised Messiah. And this is explained in 1 Cor 15:20-22: “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the 

firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes 

also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.”  

In Adam all die, and in Christ all will be made alive. I all of history, there are two deaths that are representative; 

and from then on every death can be categorized under these two deaths. If we are in Adam, death is a hopeless 

conclusion of a vain life. If we are Christ, whose death and resurrection is the beginning of hope for our own 

resurrection. Or, as John Owen puts it, “the death of death in the death of Christ,” the death of Christ puts to an 

end the power that death holds over man. Then we can say along, “Where, O death, is your vctory? Where, O 

death, is your sting?” (1 Cor 15:55).  

The story of Noah was then a typology of Christ. The story points to a similar but greater event that would be 

ultimately fulfilled in Christ as the prophesied Messiah. This is why 1 Pet 3 gives us this very picture. That the time 

when Noah was building the ark was the time when God was patiently waiting. One day, God Himself is going to 

close the door of the Ark, signifying that God alone is sovereign over salvation. And the water in fact symbolizes 

baptism, where the baptism acts as a seal of salvation for Noah and his family. The Ark represents the Body of 

Christ: everyone in the Ark was saved; everyone in the Body of Christ is saved. Everyone, therefore, who is baptized 

by one Spirit into one Body (ie. The baptism of the Holy Spirit – 1 Cor 12:13) is saved, for the Spirit is given as a 

seal guaranteeing this salvation (2 Cor 1:22). So water baptism is an outward sign of an inward reality, which is 

the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  

And the final word is this. To truly escape total corruption of the world, we must return to Christ. Rom 12:1-2 

explains this: that we can know the will of God if we are renewed in our minds. We are renewed when we struggle 

to not be conformed into the corrupt pattern of this world; and we can avoid being thus conformed if we give 

ourselves as a living sacrifice and lead this life as a consecrated worship unto God. And the only way we can do all 

this is by viewing God’s ultimate mercy that is found in Christ Jesus. (I have written an exposition on Rom 12:1-2 

in an article entitled “How to know the will of God”).  

Checkpoint: The Story of Noah, then, causes us to ask ourselves: Are we, like Noah, in the Ark? Are we in Christ? 

If so, we are saved by His absolute righteousness; and are then asked to live righteously for His namesake.  

Soli Deo Gloria!   

        


